
January 2018RARA Mission Statement 
A member association with common interest of public service to the community 
through the use of amateur radio.  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

President’s Message -  page 1 
Upcoming Events — page 2 
Ham Junk ————– page 3 
Ham Fest News     page 4  
Membership Form    page 5 

   
 

——
—

  

Presidents Message 

 

 
NEXT 

MEETING

Happy New Year

 
 

FRIDAY 
January 12, 2017 

5:00 pm 
 

RARA
Banquet 

 
 

 

 
 

 Location:
Gerry’s Pizza

7403 Argus Dr.
Rockford, Il

61107

 
 

 
 

 
 

North Room  

 HAMRAG 
 

Visit our website for more club and area ham      
information at http://w9axd.org, or join us on 

Facebook at this LINK 

                                                 and a greeting to all.

Here it is January 2018 already. Where did last year go? We faced many 
challenges last year and I am happy to report that with the dedication of many 
member’s time and support we were able to overcome the obstacles we 
encountered. I hope that we now have everything in place to make this year a 
great success and continue in building the club’s membership and participation. 
I would also like to thank those who volunteered to take on officer and board 
duties for 2018, without your participation this club would cease to be. 

Moving on I would like to remind members that your dues for 2018 are due 
and anyone whose dues have not been received by January 31, 2018 will be 
removed from the active members mailing list. The January membership 
meeting which is also our banquet night will be on January 12, 2018 and will 
again take place at Gerry’s Pizza which is located at 7403 Argus Drive, 
Rockford, Il, 61107. To get a map go to Gerry’s website at www.gerryspizza.net . 
This year we will have a room all to ourselves. When you enter Gerry’s main 
door turn right, not left as usual and you will come into our room for the night. 
Cocktails start at 5:00 pm with menu ordering starting around 6:00 pm. Again, 
this year you are responsible for your own meal selection and cost. 

On a final note, the board is still looking for someone to step forward and take 
on the secretary’s duties of taking minutes at the membership and board 
meetings, and also, someone to fill the vacant Ham Rag editor position. Please 
think about volunteering for these positions and talk to me if you are interested 
in either one. Hope to see you at the banquet on January 12, 73.

Gordon Seaman KC9NEX
2018 RARA President
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Area Nets 
 
Monday Night RARA Information Net - The purpose of the net is to disseminate RARA related information as well     
as other Amateur Radio related information. As a club sponsored activity, please check in with Jimmy, KC9GCR, (net 
control). 146.610 - offset (pl 114.8) RARA repeater at 8:00 pm, every Monday, except on holidays. 
 

Tuesday Night Tech Net - at 8:00 pm, 145.110 (pl 123.0).  Tony, N9ARB, is net control. 
 

Wednesday Night Stephenson County ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) Net - at 7:00 pm on 147.390 + 
offset (pl 114.8). N9ARB, Tony, is net control. 
 

Thursday Night Northern Illinois ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) Net  - at 7:00 pm on the 147.195 + 
offset (pl 114.8)  repeater with either Marianne, KT9KS; Sean, W9STR; or Ricky, WX9RLT, as net control. 
 

Friday Night Fun Net - Every Friday night at 8:00 pm on the 146.610 - offset (pl 114.8) RARA repeater with Jimmy, 
KC9GCR, as net control. 

Local Events and Information    
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January 12, 2018 - RARA Banquet 5:00 pm at Gerry’s Pizza 
 

January 16, 2018 - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF 
 
 

  
 

February 20, 2018 - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF 

2018 RARA Officers and Board 
Officers: 
President - Gordon Seaman, KC9NEX, 815-262-0294, kc9nex@gmail.com 
Vice President - Randy Long, AC9OF, 815-978-6673, randy@rdlgraphics.com 
Secretary - Jim Hall, WA9EEE, wa9eee@gmail.com 
Treasurer - Jennifer Van Zieleghen, KD9FMJ, 815-222-4221, jenleek@usa.com 
Directors: 
Repeater Chairman - Ron Callahan, N2RON, 608-289-0198, ron.n2ron@gmail.com 
Greg Kuczek, W9VOX, 815-713-5461, gjk1406@comcast.net 
Jacek Gadja, KD9ELI, 773-505-5604, hyacinth27109@yahoo.com 
John Goodwin, N9JHG, 815-520-3842, goodwin49@gmail.com  
Larry Schubert, AC9GO, 815-624-7772, larry.schubert@gmail.com 
Hamrag Editor - open position 
Webmaster - Randy Long, AC9OF, 815-978-6673, randy@rdlgraphics.com 
Repeater License Trustee - Robert Larson, KC9ICH, 815-540-0309, rlarson4@sbcglobal.net 

RARA Repeater Information 
    Both repeaters (146.610 and 147.000 (both have a pl 114.8)) will function with both digital and analog ra-
dio signals, but the repeaters require time to determine whether the signal is digital or analog. To operate the 
repeater properly you must first be sure the frequency is clear, then key and hold the microphone button down 
for 1-2 seconds. Then begin speaking. If you fail to do this, the first part of your message will be lost. 

February 9, 2018 - General RARA Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF
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FRIDAY MORNING BREAKFAST  

 

Meets every Friday morning from 8 am until about 10:00 am.   An informal 
gathering of ham folks, no affiliations necessary, good food and good company. 

 

                 Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

“The Spring Garden Family Restaurant” 
4820 N. 2nd Street 

Loves Park, IL  61111   

Page 3



Page 4



  

  RRARARRARARARA MEMRARA RARA MRARA MERARA MEMBRARA MEMBERRARA MEMBERARA MEMBERSHIRARA MEMBERSRARA MEMBERSHRARA MEMBERSHIP FORARA MEMBERSHIPRARA MEMBERSHIP RARA MEMBERSHIP FRARA MEMBERSHIP FORRARA MEMBERSHIP FORMRARA MEMBERSHIP FORM RARA MEMBERSHIP FORM  
     If you would like to join the Rockford Amateur Radio Association, please fill out the form below and mail 
it (with the membership fee payment) to the address shown at the bottom of the form.  If you would like to 
join at our next meeting (see 1st page for meeting details), fill out the form and bring the form with your pay-
ment to the meeting and see our treasurer, Jennifer Van Zieleghen, KD9FMJ.  Thank you for your support! 

ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

website: w9axd.org 
                 

             Membership Type :     New      Renewal     
                 
              Annual Fees:       $20 - Student (up to age 24)     
                 
       $35 - Adult     $25 - Senior (age 62+)  
                 

Above rate includes the RARA monthly newsletter, Ham Rag, via email  
Ham Rag via USPS: $12 extra  

      Name                             

      Call Sign :                      

      Email Address :                           

      Address :                             

      Town :                       State :       Zip :         

      Home Phone #                   Work #             

      Cell #                   Ext :       

      Radio Interests                           

                                  

                                  

      May we make your phone and e-mail available for other RARA members only? 
    Yes          No            

      Comments                 

                                  
RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO: 

ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 8465 

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61126 
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