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President’s Message 

Hello Everyone, 
     Spring has sprung, and I would guess some of you are busy getting some 
outside projects started.  Maybe some antenna changes or additions?  You never 
have too many antennas. 
     Our program for May will be on FT8, presented by Kerry Tatlow,  
KD9MAP.  FT8 is an interesting mode in that it does not take a lot of power, or 
huge antennas, but allows us too make digital contacts all over the world. 
Kerry has a lot of experience and will explain all the in’s and out’s of setting up 
and operating FT8.  Thanks very much Kerry for your expertise and presenta-
tion. 
     The next RARA activity coming up is Field Day, on June 25-26th.  Our 
Field Day this year will be held at the Roscoe VFW Post 2955, in Roscoe, IL. 
Field Day is a great event for everyone to get together and demonstrate our 
ability to operate our radios under adverse or remote locations in times we are 
called on for communications.  I’ll be providing more information on our Field 
Day plans in the June Hamrag.  If you have any questions in the meantime, you 
can call or email me. 
     Other RARA activities for the year include being at the CFMC hamfest at 
the Boone County Fairgrounds in Belvidere this fall (Sept. 25th), and operating 
in the Illinois QSO Party on October 16, 2022.  More details to come. 
     We will continue to have monthly meetings, and are looking into when and 
where we can have meetings in person again.  We’ll keep you posted. 
     RARA has had about 4-5 more hams join our club in the last month, and we 
welcome them and appreciate their interest and contributions to our group.  If 
anyone has any questions about RARA or joining, you can contact any of our 
Board members, or go to our website at w9axd.org. 
     I hope to see everyone at the Zoom meeting on Friday, and thank you for 
being a RARA member. 
73, 
Kurt Eversole - KE9N 
 

http://w9axd.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87308620610?pwd=RmJEVWs5bWhUMTA0WXZlNlRMMjBCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87308620610?pwd=RmJEVWs5bWhUMTA0WXZlNlRMMjBCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87308620610?pwd=RmJEVWs5bWhUMTA0WXZlNlRMMjBCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87308620610?pwd=RmJEVWs5bWhUMTA0WXZlNlRMMjBCUT09
http://www.w9axd.org/
http://www.w9axd.org
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News From Around The Globe 

FCC Has Resolved Technical Issues and Resumes Processing Amateur 
Radio License Applications 

 

     The ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) reports that the FCC Universal Licensing System 
(ULS) electronic batch filing (EBF) system is back online and functioning normally. A message sent by the 
FCC ULS EBF Team to VECs explains that the technical issues with ULS EBF filing are resolved, and that 
VECs may resume submitting files containing amateur radio license applications. ARRL VEC has submitted 
most of the backlog of its files for applications processed on, or after, April 27, and expects to have all of the 
backlog submitted by the end of the day (May 9). 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 appli-
cation fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered un-
der the ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program. 
"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Man-
ager Maria Somma, AB1FM. 
The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL 
VEC receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reim-
bursement check will be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a 
reduced exam session fee of $5 to the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candi-
dates under the age of 18, regardless of the exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the 
session. 

The K7RA Solar Update 

 

05/06/2022 
www.spaceweather.com reported on May 4 at 0859 UTC that an M5 solar flare erupted from sunspot group AR3004, causing 
a shortwave radio blackout over the Middle East and Africa. 
 
Solar activity was lower this week, even though we could see sunspots every day.  Average daily sunspot numbers dropped 
from 109.3 to 68.6, while average daily solar flux went from 156 to 120.  Average daily geomagnetic indices were only slightly 
higher, with average planetary A index changing from 9.1 to 10.7, and middle latitude A index from 8 to 9.3.  Predicted solar 
flux looks low for the next month, even dipping below 100 in early June. In fact, from Wednesday to Thursday the predicted 
solar flux for the first week of the forecast dropped dramatically. 
For a comparison, see this week's ARRL Letter at, 
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2022-05-05 . 
     Predicted values are 118 on May 6-8, then 115, 110 and 112 on May 9-11, then 115, 115 and 120 on May 12-14, 125 on 
May 15-18, 127 on May 19-20, then 130, 128, 125, and 122 on May 21-24, 118 on May 
25-26, then 114 and 110 on May 27-28, 105 on May 29-31, then 102 and 100 on June 1-2, 97 on June 3-5, then 99, 102 and 
108 on June 6-8, then 115 on June 9, 120 on June 10, and 125 on June 11-14. 
     Predicted planetary A index is 5 on May 6, 8 on May 7-8, 5 on May 9-12, then 8, 10 and 8 on May 13-15, 5 on May 16-19, 
then 12 and 8 on May 20-21, 5 on May 22-23, 18 on May 24, 15 on May 25-27, then 8, 15 and 8 on May 28-30, then 5 on May 
31 through June 8, then 8, 1, and 8 on June 9-11. 
     Weekly Commentary on the Sun, the Magnetosphere, and the Earth's 
Ionosphere from OK1HH: 
     "We have seen more of large solar flares this year, but it was usually by night in Europe. On April 30, the first major flare 
finally occurred during the day, thanks to which we were able to observe the ShortWave Fadeout (SWF) in the western part of 
the Old World. Solar X-rays caused abnormally high ionization in the ionospheric D region, where attenuation increased signifi-
cantly. Our shortwave receivers fell silent at 1337 UTC.  "The solar flare peaked at 1347 UTC, ending at 1352 UTC. Only then 
could the attenuation in the ionospheric D region begin to decline and signals other than those coming via ground wave gradu-
ally 
appeared. Solar activity began to rise again mainly due to active area No. 3004, which emerged on May 2, and grew rapidly. 
"Its magnetic structure became more complex with increased energy, with significant eruptions up to several times a day. In 
addition, they were often accompanied by type IV radio noise bursts, which indicated that the solar plasma cloud had left the 
Sun. As Group 3004 is now facing approximately toward us, we can expect at least one of the clouds to hit Earth, causing a 
disturbance. Perhaps we will see further improvement in the shortwave propagation conditions, during the possible positive 
phase of its development." 

https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/systems-utilities/uls-electronic-batch-filing
https://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2022-05-05
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UPCOMING RARA EVENTS 

 
 

May 25th - RARA Zoom Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
 

June 10th - General RARA Meeting 7:00 pm 
 

June 22nd - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
 

June 25-26th - Field Day at Roscoe VFW 

RARA Information Net  

 suc-
cess.  

 
  

 

Editors Note 
 

If you would like to have something published , please call me or email me at kurt.eversole@gmail.com  
  

Cut-off for the June 2022 Hamrag will be Sunday, May 29, 2022       Kurt - KE9N, Editor 

Rockford area 2 meter nets: 
 

Monday, RARA Information Net, 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, Health and Tech Net, 7:00 pm 
Thursday, Health and Tech Net, 7:00 pm 
Friday, Friday Night Fun Net, 8:00 pm 
Saturday, Saturday Night Ragchew Net, 8:00 pm 
 

  All nets are open to all hams! Frequencies are either 
146.610(primary) with a “-” offset, and PL tone of 114.8, 
or 147.195,(secondary) with a “+” offset, and a PL tone of 
114.8, depending on condition of repeaters or priority use 
by Skywarn. 

RARA Facebook Page 
     If your one of the many people 
that have a Facebook account, then 
check out the Rockford Amateur 
Radio Association Facebook page.  
See what’s going on at this LINK. 

The June Issue of Digital QST is Now Available! 

The April edition of Digital QST is now available for viewing on your desktop or laptop. Click here to open 
the issue. It is also available for reading on your Apple, Android, or Kindle Fire devices. 
 

You must be a member of the ARRL to view this. 

mailto:kurt.eversole@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=604160a2-6442-4ed0-9695-2e753da4eb98


UPCOMING HAMFESTS  
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2022 RARA Officers and Board 
Officers: 
President - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com 
Vice President - Tom Shouler, N9VJU, 815-633-0089, n9vju@comcast.net 
Secretary  - Jeff Metters, KD9MEC, 815-670-5506, jeffmetters@gmail.com 
Treasurer –Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com 
 

Directors: 
Mark Broman, N9CNW, 815-218-5514, markbroman@hotmail.com 
Larry Lisle, K9KZT, 815-397-9595, l.lisle@usa.net 
Ron Scott, 815-601-7754, soccerrefl@charter.net 
Larry Schubert, AC9GO, 815-624-7772, larry.schubert@gmail.com 
Webmaster - Kerry Tatlow, KD9MAP, 815-312-4394, kd9map@gmail.com 
Repeater License Trustee - Gordon Seaman, KC9NEX, 815-262-0294, kc9nex@gmail.com 
Hamrag Editor / Repeater Chairman - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com 

UPCOMING HAMFESTS  
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RARA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

     If you would like to join the Rockford Amateur Radio Association, please fill out the form below and mail 
it (with the membership fee payment) to the address shown at the bottom of the form.  If you have any ques-
tions contact our treasurer, Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, at 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com 
Thank you for your support! 

mailto:jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com

