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President’s Log

Fellow members:

My last log and as usual Jim/KI9F had to calland remind me
that I'm late, Anyway, now that I've started, it doesnt seem
possible another 12 months has slipped by. | can still remember
no. 1 and 3 efc. After the election, | had second thoughts and
reclly wondered if | bit off more than | could chew. Back in my
years inthe Amy, someone said “Don‘t volunteerfor anything”.
Actually It has not been that bad, nor all that much work, In
fact, It has been a lot of fun and hopefully Bob/WASNTT wil
have the same experience.

There ame lofs of reasons why, but the biggest has been the
cooperation of my fellow Officers and Board of Directors.
Without thelr supporf and encouragement, fhts']dbmbd a\
been like a pile up on 20 meters. Also, of equal imy 'rra
been the cooperation from the club. Without v
o support our activities it would all be {Qr~naugh'r

We all should thank the following f
projects:  Program:  Gene/KAFBOD; A

ss/WDPRVI and
Don/NeAWZ: Computer Demo: BillkBOUR & group: Picnic:
Ziggy/WOMOS & Moe/NGCCE: Pictures: Kies; Rag:
JIm/KI9F; GO FOR'S-Advisors: Kim/WDORVF, BsolefKC?BN Moe-
NICCE, Ziggy/WSMOS  Bruce/KBIOW, anidh,

forgot, especially those who wrote artic
faceless ones who show up anytime help is
get recognized, like now. % -

I would also like to single out several peopi% who have
helped me this year but more important have, the.clubjits’
members and amateur radio.

Paul/KeVJJ has done an outstanding job promoting RARA
and Amateur Radio by obtaining TV, Radio, and Newspaper
coverage for Field Day and ofher events.

‘Maury/WOFL recently retires as Trustee of RARA's club license-
WRAXD. He has served In this capacity for several years. His
heaith has nof been the best, so if you get a chance, drop him
a card. I'm sure he would be glad to hear from you.

Then there is John/WBSBHW, Chaplin at Wook
Govemor, always finds fime to visit when one of us is s
needs his guidance.

Many others find time to teach, help woth antennas,
construction projects or what ever needs we have.

We thank these gentiemen for their efforts. The club will be
only as good as you want it to be. | thank you for your support
and hope you will extend that support to the new
El Presidente.

So you will know what your dues has produced for you, our
treasurer, Dale/KCBN, has tabulated the first 10 months.

~ INCOME

DUES ... 740.00
COFFEE ... i i 117.87
ARRL MEMBERSHIP ................... ..., 127.00
INTEREST CHECKING ...................cooiiennn.., 32.60
INTEREST »SAVB\JGS ................................

EXPENSES

esting on the 10th at 7p.m. at
k Valley Colleg%, Bullding Number 1, Room 222.

The RARA Banquet is January 15, 1983 at Josey Wales, 5803
North Second Street, Loves Park, IL. Cost $6.00 plus or minus @
few cents per person. Afiyerwill be sent to each member. Hope
to see all of you.

Thanks again for ali your help and support.

Good DX; 73 - 88
El Presidente
FRANK



Editor's QRM

What a roften time of year this islll

It Is the day after Thanksgiving and | am over fed to
the point of pain. My wife, who has spent years of trying
to get me to put on weight, refers fo me as “the
building”. Ifail to understand the humorof it all. ican still
see my toes if | bend over far enough.

The weather has tumed cold and large flocks of
ducks and geese have been flying over, headed to
Miami Beach and points warm. |, meanwhile, am once
again trapped in what some people call a "Winter
Wonderland”. | don't wish to offend anyone, but
snowmobilers and cross country skiers have frost for
brains.

Pro-football has returned to TV while a local High
School team wins a state title and rates only highlights
at 10:30. The NCAA has jumped another college for
doing what everyone else is doing. I'm sure glad
basketball season is herelll

Not to be forgotten is the fact that today began the
Christras shopping season. Items go on sale without
changing price. Large groups of people herd together
into smaill areas and imitate Twenty Meter DX. Shopping
Center Traffic looks like a pair of three-year-olds are
playing "Hot Wheels”.

The seasonal surprises from the Gas and Electric
people will soon begin to arive. The economy s still a
mess and mycar is like my job; it only works part-time.
What a rotten time of year this isll!

This issue of the HAM RAG is my last as Editor. The two
years have gone by fast and | hope you have enjoyed
helped, | wish rather to simply say “THANKS”. The list of
peole on staff has changed in two years, but it has never
been too short. Each of you has helped to make my fask
easier & fun.

— 73, KI9F, Jim
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ca DX

HI GANG!

This is the DX season as the sunspot cycle is still good. All
bands are open, but primary importance goes to Ten Meters
because the decline of the cycle. Lets use it while it
is still cpen.

Remember to tune for rare DX (new countries). If you hear
something unusual - work it. The motto is "WORK ITANDWORRY
ABOUT IT LATER". HI! Strange prefixes usually con be located in
the MU Call Prafix Index in the ARRL logbook.

when QSLing use the bureau. QSL manager or go direct,
Listen f the DX station as he will often say what he want. If going
direct remember to use stamps of their country while making
sure to use the proper amount of postage. With Green Stamps.
DO NOT use callsigns on the outside of the envelopea.

When hearing a DX position, listen o while before calling and
see how he is answering calls. Have your beam or Quad in the
right direction and BE ALERT. If he is operating fast, be fast and
precise. If he is calling by districts, wait for yours to be called.
Sometimes they listen for the last letters in your call. Use phonics
that can be understood through the QRM. If he calls for g
particular cali that is not yours; DO NOT TRANSMIT. You may
make him mad so he won't work you. He may even go QRT.
- Get your ears familiar with the QRM and weak signals. That

new country may be only S1 or 52 instead of 59++ This is a
genearal rule on 40 and 75 meters, but applies fo allbands. fhe
goes QRT he will usually say when he is going to be back.
Knowing his schedule is a big help. If you keep missing a
contact, sometimes it is possible to arange a schedule by
letter. if you are on alist follow the NCS rules and when they call
you BE THERE. Lists are very good for getting new countries, but
can be terrible when sloppy operators mass it up.

Keep a good file on your DX contacts. The ARRL DXCC aids
are very good. When you work a station put it in pencil, When
the card arrives you then erase the pencil marks and write it in
ink. File cards also work very well. If you work different modes, try
to keep your contacts and QSL's organized so when you send
them in for DXCC you won't have to seperate a mess. ARRL
DXCC is in three categories: Phone, Mixed or CW. A photo
album also works good for storing your DX QSL'S by country.

Plastic QSL holders are also available. | used then for
5BDXCC. For regular @SL cards, | use the ARRL DXCC aid
prefixes and store them in a shoe box. My QSL's are easily found
that way when [ am looking for special awards. Rermember
there are around 315 current DX counfries, so being organized
is important.

QSL cards are needed for ARRL documentation. The stations
call, @TH, name, your call, signal report, date, time and the
frequency must be right. When sending into the league use

their forms and follow the directions. If it is not done right they
simply send them back and you get NO credit. DX expeditions
usuclly have to submit dicumentation fo the the league and
be approved before you cen get credit for the country. This
assures the operator is where he claims to be.. Your contact
must be on land and not on a boat, DXCC rules can be
obtained from ARRL Headquarters.

Boy | wish that CEOX was good, but they found out he was in
Chile. One down for K?IKP, Hit Remember it can happen to you.
That is the breaks in DXing.

When moving to @ new QTH don't lose those QSL's and
logbooks. They are light and if you aren't too interested now,
someday you may need them,

In the area of things heard and worked, Larmy/KQLUX reports
DROLEX/Antarctica; APZMQ/Pakistan; 7P8BLLesotho: XT2AW-
Volta and TLBGE/Central African Republic. Sounds like he is
using his new Extra Class subheads. Gary/KSLIN reports o
BY1AC on 108S8; BV2A on 20CW; ZLAOY/A on 105SB: VS5HG on
10S3B: T31AE on 10S5B & CW; 9MEMO on 10S58; WBWOD/CEQZ
on 20858; VS4CT on 10SSB; T32A0 on 20CW and HA4B5 on 105SB.
Gary makes me wonder if | am spending too much time
studying for the Exira test, HII

A big thanks to Duane/WBQLEF for a very FB DX article last
moenth. Congratulations to Dennis/W9SS who is now a DXCC
Honor Roll member. The ARRL DXCC Honor Rollis very difficult to
aftain. It is comprised of those callsigns which have been
credifed woth af least 309 countries of the 318 countries
curently on the list. Dennis and Lamy/KSLKA are the only
people | know of around here that are DXCC Honor Roll
Members,

=73, K9IKP
Gene



caQ Contest

As anyone can tell by doing slittle casual listening on
the bands, contest season is well under way once
again. How does that adage go? Time flies when you
are having fun. | hope that all of your anfenna work has
been done, since it is rather cold out there not to be
climbing towers or cthe paper. Rather than list each
person who has rawling around on the roof. It has been
said that there are some of us who would ratherwait for
snow-flakes and cold blustery winds before even
contermplating our antenna projects.

There does not appear to be too much in the way of .
contest results to report on this fime around. I would like
to thank those few club members who took the time |

and effort to work some of the Sweepstakes and to send
in their scores for club credit. In addition fo S5, the C&
World Wide DX contest is over, along with the ARRL 160
mefer contest. Coming up the weekend of December
11 and 12 is the ARRL 10 Meter Contest. The idea herefs
to work as many states and foreigh countries as
possible. If you are the 5BWAS or DXCC type, the 10
Meter ‘test’ is the way to increase your worked tofals, As
always, good luck on the cards. There will be a limited
number of sheets for this contfest available at the
Dacaember mesating.

| have enjoyed writing this column for the last two
years, although at times it has seemed more like 20. Itis
hoped that those of you who have read these words
have in sorme way benefitted from them. Like some of
the other local ‘patos cojos’, yours truly plans on
disappearing from the masthead of the HAM RAG. If
there is someone out there who does not want 10 see
the contest column dry up and blow away, polish up
the pencil and paper and give the editor a call,

Here's hoping that all of your QSO's are enjoyable, the
DX Is rare, and the QSL's arive quickly in 1983.

73, Gene

HAM OF THE YEAR NOMINATION BALLOT

Nominee

. Call

| feel that the above person is qualified and deserving to receive the “Ham of the Year' award because

of the following reasons:

Signed

Call

The "Ham of the Year™ ballot is very important as it helps the board of directors make the selection. This
is not a popularity contest, but input is necessary from the membership.



Novice Corner

Hi, 'm Brad Anbro/KAQLTR. | thought I'd try to put

together a column in the Haom Rag eachissue, inhopes

of helping some of the new-comers to this great hobby
of Ham Radio

First of all | thought I'd tell a little about myself. | was first
licensed on October 1m 1981 asa novice, |operated as
a novice until May 15, 1982 when | upgraded to
Advanced Class, which is my current license class. In
the near future | plan to start studying in hopes of
earning my Extra Class ticket. | promised myself { would
not get on “"Fone” until | got my Extra Class license. |
have kept the promise so far and plan to stike with it
until I do get my Extra Class, however long it takes.

My first Ham Stattion, which | am stilf using, consists of a
pair of 21 year old Hallicrafters rigs; an HI32B transmitter
and a SX-115 receiver. My antenna system is comprised
of four inverted Vee dipoles made out of RG58A/U
coaxal cable. They were made to resonate on the 80, 40
15 and 10 meter novice sub-bands. With fthis
equipment and a lot of perseverence lwas able toeam
my novice “worked-all stations” award in a litfle less
than five months, Thses simple antennas also gave me
twenty-one counfries.

As a reward to myself for upgrading, | went out and
bought a seven element Hy-Gain TH7DX beam and a
Ham 1V rotator, which 1 put on top of my 62 foot tower. In
order to put up the new beam | had to take down the TV
and FM antennas which were already on fop of the
tower. The resulting loss of TV picture quality caused
whatever interest and/or enthusiasm my XYL had formy
hobby to rapidly decrease. But all was not in vain. |
made a phone call to Cablevision and they were more
than happy to reconnect the house fo their cable
system, as it once upon a time had been. That put the
™V back in service and the XYL and | have been
enjoying Ham Radio ever since.

In this issue of the Ham Rag. | would like to put in a
“plug” for the 15-meter novice net, of which | am net
control station. The net takes place every Thursday night
at 9:.00 PM (0300 UTC) on 21-125 MHZ. The novice net is
an informal meeting place that allows local Hams to
have an opportunity to get on the air and
communicate with each other using CW. If is a good
place to receive practice in improving one's code
speed.

As the net confrol station, Hry fo send at a speed that is
comforfable with the Ham onthe other end. For
example, if myself and ancther Ham are sending at 8
words per minute, which he can easily copy, he might
want me to increase my sending speed to 10 words per
minute for him to copy to help increase his copying skill.
The net also helps me to increase my code speed with
the help of some of our local hams that have CW
keyboards and computers. With this, I might get one of
themn to sent fo me at 20 or 22 WPM for the practice that
I need fo increase my code speed.

In starting up the net, | send a few CQ's followed by
RARA Net and then my call sent a couple of fimes, After
this, | send "QNI" and then K. @NI is one of the net @
signals used as abreviations for often used phrases.
There are many Q signals in use on the various Ham
Radio nets, but I try to keep things simple and use only a
few of them. Here are some of the more com-
mon ones.

QNC-all net stations copy/| have message for all net stations

QNl-net stations report in/l am reporting into net

QNN-net control station is......eie/what is NCS?

QNP-unable fo copy you/unable to copy.

QNX-you are excused from the net/may | be excused from
the net?

Gefting on the Novice Net is a very good way to get fo
other members of the club. Usually when there aren't
lot of check-ins to the net, | will try to let each Ham have
a mini-QS0O with each other Ham on the net. All in ali,
participation in the net can be an informative and
rewarding aspect of amateur radio. This is especially
true for the beginner Ham and also anyone wanting
CW practice with other hams of the club. That pretty
much sums up the “Hows and Why-fors” of the novice
net. | invite any interested Ham to join in on Thursday
nights: 9:00 pr, 21.130 MHZ.

In upcoming issues of the Ham Rag. other topics



Potpourri

it's generally knows that a bunch of hams meet every
moming except Sunday at a restaurant in the Rockford
Plaza for breckfast at 9.00. They have a good get-
together with Interesting things o rag chew about,
Many cant make it during the week and quite a few
live some distance away. A few do afttend there on
occasion but there’s another group that meets each
Saturday moming at ¢ AM in Roscoe for breakfast, As
many as twenty-five to thirty sho up at the Silver Dollar
restaurant which is on the northeast comer at the stop
and go lights and Hwy 251, Why not join in atone orthe
other places some moming. It's fun to hear what the
other guy is up fo and some of the froubles or successes
he's had.

Congratulations go to Lany, KOLUX. He upgraded to
Extra Class on October 29th with flying colors. Also,
moving up to the Extra Class were Jerry, KB9YH and
Gene, K?IKP. They moved into the Extra Class sub-bands
on November 23rd.

Gertrude, KBOPC, was having a QSO with Y11BGD is
Irag. She called Lamy so that he could add Irag to his list,
The chap in Irag said he could not copy KQLUX and
wanted to know if he was QRP, The reason wa that a few
minutes before, Larry had been working split. HIt HllWe
all make a “"boo boo” once in a while. | guess Larry got
wise and found the reason why he wasn't doing so
good and finally made contact,

Other countries KBIPC hooked up with are: TRBCR,
Gabon,; AP2ZMQ, Pakistan; ZLAQY, Aukland and ZD9BX
the Island of Tristan de Cunha. His name is Mike and is
usually on between 2000 and 2300 Zulu. Incidently, his
QSL manager is KATDEZ ZLAOY/A has a new QSL
rmanager who is VK3DWJ. Nice going Gertrude!

Most everyone in the area knows by this time that a
new repeater Is about to go Info operation, The Byron
Amateur Radio Club has been formed and will operate
an open repeater, Input will be 147.270 Mhz - Output
147.870 Mhz. This will provide good communication
from around Rockford to the South of Byron in the Dixon,
Sterling and Rochelle areas.

PSST! If you should ever have correspondence with
the FCC be sure that you give them your address. |
overheard a chap say that he waited several months for
them to mail his license to him. Finally they wrote and
said they must receive his address in order to send it to
him-???

Activities other than ham radio come to light at this
time of year, There are people in this world who think of
others and want fo bring joy to those who need help
and not as fortunate as we are. Three of our club
members will go to Muhl School on December 14th, fo
surprise the exceptional kids there. Frank, WBR0GD, will
be Santa Claus, Shari, WBPSFT, and Herb, K9AMJ, will be
elves. They will use an HT to call Santa who will then
appear from the outside. Liffle things like this are worth
while when you see the kids eyes open wide and almost
po out of their heads. | think there are many things in this
life o do besides pound brass and rag chew with other
hams. Fine business Sanfa and Elves.

Hope you have been good little boys and girls. It's
your nech if you haven't been ‘cause this is the month
when Santa makes a run down from the North Pole. You
can't tell, he just migt drop off something like a
computer or an old bumed out radio tube. HO!
HO! HO!

Merry Christmas Everyone.
Chuck, N9CCH

P.S. The new membership directory was distributed to
those present at the last meeting. Names and Call
Letters are listed alphabetically and in a larger type.
One copy is free to each member, an additional copy
may be purchased for .25¢, We salute JoAnn, KASDNQ
and Dale, KBYWD, for the fine job. KAPOIY, Kay is now a
Tech. and OM NOBXQ, Marvin, is now an Advanced.

Congratulations!!!
Chuck



Ham Mart

FOR SALE FOR SALE

§ HENRY ELECTRONICS AMPLIFIER
a 146 Mhz, Maximum Qutput 30 Watts, Nominal

Drive 1-3 Watts
Asking $45.00

Chuck/N9CCH — 633-6524

ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 1744 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61110

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

NETS:

28.7 Mhz. Monday 9:00 p.m.
50.4 mhz. Nightly 9:00 p.m.
146.01/.61 Mhz. Monday 8:00 p.m.
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TEN TEN INTERNATIONAL

28.925 Mhx. Wednesday 9:00 p.m.
21.130 Mhzx. _'l'hursday 9:09 p.m.
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