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1 wale Vike Lo Lhank evervone who participated in suwereness day yesterday ab Horth Towen

Mall, especially John Wacker for putting it all together. Everything went very ssooth fextept
far John fornetting hiz disk drive and sofiware al hoee and & special cable that 1 forgot..,
(Shari came to Lhe rescee as veusl!')) and lole of people showing interest in whal we were
doing, 1 ha people tell me they saw the ade (Horth Tawn ran 2 very nice ad for us) and they
just wanted to sep whal hew radic was all aboul. Also we had some newer hame show up to
hopefully meet hams they had Lalked wilh on twe seters bub had never met. e took in dues frea
new mesbers, demonstrated whal we can do, and hopetully made new friends for the club, The
highliaht of the day for we wes when | oegbed this ladv (1 Lhinl her name was Daroll 1 zhe was
interested in han radic efter which she told e aboul five boy scouts thel she would like to
geb slarted in our claezes, and would we have pova, Ve talled for sehile se 1 oreasured her
that we would hove roos in oer clesees for the scpots. Bhe 1eft efler a 1ittle while, bul oaly
siter Carol Helaes and 1 loaded her up with litersture o Labe hose, Thal aflerpoon che cage
Back with her hesbend end announced Lhat they had been talking with people al the scout office
and Lhey wanted now Lo gel twelve in the classee!!D T bidnk thal’s fantastic!!! IU0s Lipes
Tike that thal meke the efforl woplh while, right Jebn?

peal bil of info from Lhe 05T wee Ul the FOC and NOSA hawe Od rebroadrazting the shultle
vidEu and avdie belween IJLEised anateurs from the BASA contract channel on Uhe Rurors
Selellite Lo the adaleur bends, Thiz info comes from «n ad (page 156 85T March B3 by P.CL
Electronice, They, of cowree, sell the equipment to do the cending and receiving, They say
Lhat Lhey have receiving convertere to go with your norsal TV starting 2t $45. Since we have
zatellite at our house, 1 could whip vp soeetbing Lo trapseit T suppose, bul who would cee
ghal 1 22nd?7 Hould thic e Lhe thine thal wight cpur come sctivity oo 432 shz ATVYTT How
about it Bene (ANEHIT U almosl zownds like o chellenge duesp’t 34,1

Thic sonthe peeting shoold be real interesling 3s it is on packel radic. Be heve T oor T peaple
comming from the Crystal Lake ares to infors us =11, 1 understand that they plap to set up 3
clalions thal wil) be trensaitling to each olher sc evervone will gel to see whel’c going o
Will the interesl in cospulers along wills bes r=dic, 1 luow we will have a oocd turnoel for
this one,

Do L forgel ihe wall-s-thons coming up, He already have volunteere bul can elways use more,
Give Shari & call if you can help, Alee lote of pesple cioned up for fleld dey [ Ath weekend
in Jupe b, 1 vou haven'l zigeed up or would like Yo head up g lean for 4 parbicula band glee

Bale Malher ar Frandh Hirsch o catl.

Sep vou abt ihe peeling!

fene  HESNIH
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In wy last contribution, 1 gave you come detsils on modems. Thic time, I will tell you some
of &y ragblings thru Chicago bulletin boards with the idea that either someone may becose
interested enough to set one up in the Rockford ares, or I can help direct someone who would
like to investigate thece, A#1) BES noted work on at least 300 beud with other retes available
of EOHE,

First, you crners of the Orphan {TI7 =9%/4), wmay find the TIBE in Dak Park to be useful
(312-84R-394). This BES is the "Morlds First 71 95/4 Bulletin Bpard” or so their hanner reads.
There is a news letter, mescage section, T users meeting information, and users group
information. Their news Yetter iz lengthy, and the messages rontzin itess for sale. The only
problem T have found so far is that sfter sbout 15 minvles veage, 2 mescage beeps coming up to
Yoo off and 2llow othere to use the bpard, [t appears thet the BE iz =et ep to fi)1 1 screen
at & tige with whel zppeare Lo he a hose cursor segquence at the beginning of each page,

f cocond bulletin board 1 have used is the Univereity Conference Information Het
(312-942-0089),  Thic BES iz unusual in thal messages are tied together much as one would add
branches to & tree. Thal is, one or more messages gay be ettached to another. Hence,
poceages can be left and linked to ite logicel perenl =o thal a Uree of necezges or commenis
ic left, There ere 3 basic comsands to firet time users, Read-for reading & message,
Browse~for looking 2t all messages, and Index-for looking zt all pessages linked to a message,
Te get help with these and cther copgands bype "read help®. There are a marieus nusber of
pesszges thal can be stored, then they are deleted witl all wescages tied to the parent erzced
too,  This form of BBS ic unecual and ceens like it could lead Lo conversations between uszers.
fothird BBS thet I heve uced ic an RCF/M (Resote CF/M) eystes, This BBS iz & functioning CF/H
cyetem, that allows one 1o access disks much a= one would on & normal CP/M eystep.  Many of
ihe comesnds are the sase, such as "type’ and “dir’. There are ceveral of these BES in the
Chicego asres and one in HoHenry,  These will often have CF/M programs thal are pormally found
in the SIG/M and CPF/HUG libraries, These prograss say be downloaded via the program HODEW?
COM whick ic both of these libraries, One mav &lsc logk at a limited nusber of lipee in &
pregras Lo see if the prograe is wseful and worth dosnloading to your svelem. Deing zbie te
download  thece prograss is one selution to not having easy accese to these librariec. The
Logars Square CF/Y syebew, has & mecsssge syslem called MINIRRBS which iz brought up by typing
in the progres’s name, Once running, the proaraw gives the user & list of cpseands available.
Becauze of the large nusber of programs zvailable, vrogreme have been grovped by type, and
are rolated on a one week schedule,

Sv there you have 3 quick review of some BRS znd what they offer to the user. [One suggestion
in using amy BBS, ac coon ac you receive = list of cossande and the codes ueed to execute
theee compsends, write the list down on 2 piece of peper, Thic cen zave money and Lige
required to print out the lict everv tise, In generzl, I keep z netebook of ell BES that ]
scceze with a list of the cossands and notes on past ussge and mecsages resd, Thiz suqgestion
ic particularly good if you sre an octasional user or vsing & nusber of boarde.  Good hunting
and should vou fingd sowething particularly interesting, share it with the rest of e,

Mo Henry RCF/H [B15-344-4747) Northern Illinoic NEC Froorae Evchange
(815-344-0002) Appl. Nicro Tech Suport Syslen

73, Doc, NYRKI
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Let’s take an opportunity to continue with the subject started last month. That was pawer
supplies, which were not turning out as sisple as one aight assume, There are various types
aut there, providad both by the transceiver amanufacturers and by independent aakers. The
prices vary quite a bit for ceeaingly indentical capability. So what is the difference
between thea? & short diccussion of the parameters important to power supplies is in order
here,

The first items to consider are the basics, which are the voltage and the current capability.
The transceiver manual will usually state what capability is required. A typical need would
be 135 volts in the case of a ackile rig, which applies to both FM and most HF rigs these
davs. This ig higher that the 12 volts you might expect since 13.5 is about where 3 voltage
regulator in 2 car iz zet to charge the battery, Therefore the radio must be able to operate
under those cenditions. The current required will generally be about & amps for an FM rig ar
30 amps for an HF riq. These two parameters are the ones amost often advertised for a power
supply, and tell the basic story, but there is more to study.

The next parameter to look at is the requlation of the power supply. In short, this tells you
whether the voltage made available to your rig stays at the cet level, Let’s face it, it
won't, but can be controlled with limite, Regulation of the output voltage aust be controlled
under two aajor conditions. First, your input to the power supply, the 110 volt line you plug
into moves around, In fact; you may find variations fros 109 to (25 volte on a typical line
under certain contitions. This portion of the requlation capability is referred to as line
requiation, The other factor is that the load you apply is not steady, In the case of an FM
rig you way require shout 1.5 amps during receive, 2nd 6 amps during transmitting, Thic
trancition is abrupt by nature, and the power zupply must maintain the proper voltage all the
time. For 85B rigs, the probles is even worse, because the transmit current varies wildly ac
vou talk, since 55F only putz out power relative to your voice input. This acpect of the
requlation ic referred to 3s load requlation, The capability of the power supply may be
stated as the two porticns noted above, or may specified as an overall value. Thiz is one
place where the cheaper supplies may not perform as well. The value may be stated as a
percentage (1,04 is 3 typical value by the time everylhing adds up for a high current supply)
or as a voltage (for instapce, 100 aillivelts),

The last parameter thzb we zhould have zose concern over recogrizes the fact that this direct
current voltage we want is derived from an alternating veltage, The unfortunate fact is that
zome of thiz alternating voltage may =neak through, This is undesirable, because it mav show
up as hum on our signals. This is normally referred to as ripple voltage and is usually
stated 35 a voltage, For this sort of supply, 5 sillivolts would be 2 typical requiresent,
In a putshell, the above covers what you need to look at to find if a supply is appropriate.
However, there are a couple of additional features sometiaes built in, which can be very
important., They fall in the category of protection features, The first ic current
protection, This means that the power supply will cense an overload current, the level of
which can often be adjusted, and shut down if necessary, This protects the supply and limits
any damage to the rig in cace of a problem. The second protection is an overveltage
protection which would also shut down the power supply. This protects the rig fros dasage if
the power supply requlator should fail,

Well, there you are, now you know enough to be dangerous,

73,KBIH, Steve
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Charming Chuck Henley is NOCCH. He somelimes 35 known as Cragy Chuck Hemley, but he iz
anything but crazy, Chuck started out in Amateur Radio with the call of FRYE and operated from
Dzyaloosa, lowa, Chuck operated a one KW zpark gap station at this tise. Hiz squipment was a
Thor Darson transformer and a Benwood Rotary Spark Bap, Hiz regeiver was a Stromberg Carlson
tube receiver, Chuck’™s antenns was a 3 wire with 2 4 wire counterpoise which was in a chureh
tower !

In 1924 zoselbing happened to Chuck te change all his Rmatewr radio activities, Chuck wet
iris, and on June 21, (324, Chuck and Iris were married.

Tn 1976 Chuck took o novice tesl and was awarded with Uhe call KASFYH, Chuck was awarded the
call HICCH im 1977, {How lucky can you get!) Chuck credits Bob, NSAXD, and Gertrude, KE9PC,
for their help with ztuff needed to pass the fest.

Chucks equipesnt now i3 a lot different than when he started out. His low band rig i 3
Kerwood TS830 3 with an ATZ30 tuner. #nother low band rig is & Yaesu FTIO7H with 3 FYLOT
power supply, For 2 meters Chuck uses a Kenwood 7830, For 6 melers there is 2 Yaesu all acde
FT590R,  On a tower Chuck uses a Mosley TAIZ Tri-bander.

peit 3 years in Jepan and learned enough Japanese to really geb him into trouble. He
with the Jpz well enough to have some fun,

Chuck was vice-president of BARR for 7 wearz, 1387 and 1984, He was also net control for the
Black Hawk VYallev 10-10 seb. The best thing he likes aboul the RARA sembers it that they are
zo willing to help everyone when the need arises. Chuck had loads of help with his Lower and

beans fram RARD aesbers and wents to thank thes all. Thanks gqoes to Bene, AKSHN, Gene, K9INF,

Brad, ¥ASLTR, Bene, KASROD, Frank, K59Y, and Gary, RKSL3N.  Others who supervised were Caral,

Y196, and Shari, WHISFT.

Chuck iz 3 well traveled voung men, He was telling we sose of the projects he worked on for
Woodward Bovernor. Chuck worked on the Grand Coulee Dam which iz lorated acrose the Colusbia
River portheazt of Spokane, Washington, dnother place Chuck zlso worked on the Hclary Das for
3 years, {He has to tell me where that one 1z}

Chuck seeas willing to take an anvthing for RARA in time of need, He can be found working on
the RARA picnic, the marathons, and anyplace needed, Chuck also writes for the "Has Rag," I
Ehink if there was 2 Full tige position availasble in RARA, Chuck would like the job.

Thanks, Chuck and Iris, for the nice pictures you let we take. Also, Chuck, the coffee and
coakies were good, too,

73 to all, and something new will be coming next Lime.

Marvin, KCSUF
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Mhen Dennis Ekzten waz (3 he bought an
oub-dated copv of the ARPL Handbook from
Allied Radio for 81, That ztarted it
all.... First licensed 3z a Movice, WNSDDL,
more than 30syears age, he rapidly
progressed to Technician and got his Beneral
while still 2 teepager. Beb alas, WYDDL was
rarely heard in those davs because his love
For amaleur radio led hin to become a poor
electrical engingering ztudent on the campus
of the University of Illinciz in Urbana,
There he operated W9YH, the Synton Amateur
fadio Club station on caspuz., After
graduating with a B.S. in Electrical
Engineering, Dennis had sore tige to talk
about incestive licemsing, but npo entra
privileges for Extra classlicenzees until
later, However, Dennis decided he'd better
sone up and take the Extra,
Those were the davs you had to go into Chicago and pass both a sending and receiving code tast
of at least 100 perfect characters in 2 one ainute interval, That was the hardest ip that the
theory for an EE was no probles. One of hiz local buddies had Lold him that since Extra was a
prestige license, 1 you passed the cocde receiving test, the FOT didn’t bother with the
zending Last. Boy was Dennds surprized when the exzsiper said, "0.K. on the receiving, Mow
zit down there and send oe 20 w.p.m. with that hand kev!™ In 1974 for a brief pericd, the FOO
sllowed Extra class licensees of zose tenure to actually pick out 2 call of their of their
own choice, Dennic eagerly sought and received W335 (W-9 Sweden-Sweden),
Through the years DY has been hiz asin interest.His confirsed DICC country total now stands at
3I5. After trying to achieve DYCC Henor Roll status for 17 vears, he finally made it 2 few
vearz aqo, Depnic said he never had any other goal in his 1ife tabe 17 vears o sven close to
thst. ’
Clozely Lied in willh DXing iz hiz love for Sweden and M contacts, He saye he zpeaks eppugh
Swedich to get himself in trouble lask him aboust how he alsost aot his camera confizcated in
3weden) bub it helps in 3 contaclz. MHe says he is bebter known in Sweden Yhan here in that
hie has had hiz picture and 3n article about him in the Swedizh amatewr radio magazina, He
holds all Swedich awards WASH (Morked all SH prefixest, WASH 11 (Worked all Swedish
Tan--zinilar to states), 5CA fWorked all cosmunes--sigilar to countriest, and Sverige Diplon
{Horked all forzamlonqar--cimilar to townships)., He enters the annuzl SAC (Scandinavian
Activity Contest) every year without fail. He usually places Ist of Znd in W9 land, But in
1978 he wag the North Aserican Continental winner on 838, "That’ll probably never happen
3gain," he says as he admiringly looks at the beautiful plague in the wall of his shack.
Denniz is a Life mewber in the ARRL which he joined more than 10 vears ago, and & 20 plus year
aeaber of RARR, Other awards in his chack are WAS and WAL,




These days of low sumspot activity Deanis is burning the aidaight oil in pursuit ?f 3 ney
azpect of hiz lifetime hobby,...pushing ahead with utilization of aicrncnmputer? in amategr_
radio, He is fasinated with the incredible power of the sicro and has prograss for delermining
the optimua frequency howr by hour for any path belween two points on the qlube,'beamchert
besdings cuslomized to your own QTH, arasline countries (lhose experiencing sunrise or sunset
uithin.a specified time interval of owr own sunrise/supset) as well as 59nding£reae?ving RTTY
and ASCIT. He cap even tell vou where in the shv to look for the moos on any date in the
future lor pastd that you specify! _
Neet to amateur radio, Denniz’ second hobby is pholography. Last year he was an international
winner in the Nikon Photoe contest, Denniz says it still seems strange to see h%s picture of &
duck in flight in a glossy book with winners froa all over the world, Dennis is zwployed as
Manager of Electrical Engineering at Ipsen Industries. \

Az Lo the fulure, W9SS iz esgerly awaiting the changes coaing due to the computerizalion of
amabeur radio, Hags have been known for pioneering technology, and Dennis is alwavs
interested in discussing advancing technolagy. Bub, of course, you'll hear hia on the 2 ﬁ?ter
DY net and when band conditions perait, you now know who that local nut is who he;ps shouting
"CO Yackra Sveriye, Deita ar Wilhelw-pia-Sverige som anropar and lyzsnar efter dig....”

de, KFINF

# couple of local hams were hesrd talking about the pretty spow covered trees, but how nice

it was to think about the birds and the coming of green grasz. 1 suppose spring is getting
pretty close when people start this zort of chit-chat, Our local snow birds HICHB and ¥R9IOGR
Will be =urprised when they return from the Sunshine State to find we have green grass peaking
throuah.

Our apnual suction aight was held ab pur February meeting, Scse guys just don’t know when to
keep their mouth shut at such a#fairs. In order to get things raolling, a voice is heard to
#zke 3 bid, Then the roow is quiet-no more bids are made and the auctioneer is heard to say
"Seld to that $5.00 bidder'® Yoe is me. There was quite a fey gondies that went for real
hargin prices, Thoze of you who were not there aissed out on a fun evening, Some people tell
e that the aeeling after the meeting at Same’ Pizza is also very entertaining.

PLERSE MOTE: Gertrude, KBSPC, iz net control for the 15 meter CH net on 21,130 MH: pach
Tuezdzy nighl at % o'clock, Running a net isn’t much fun wplecs net control gets more than
one check in. It certainly doesn’t hurt anyane to get a little practice now and then, Why not
get on € and be heard occasionally if only tg say hello. Even if you dun’t need the practice,
it’s 2 lot of fun,

Scee RARA meabers hava joined the THINYK SNOH group thiz year, WASNTT and daughter Kathy,
WBTHMM and WBISFT, and KBYWD and KASDME have been heard out doing sose crocs country ckiing at
the local parks. Won't be long and they will be wanling to put together s cross country ski
trip for RARA.

Know of any new upgrades or new calls in the area? Me like tg recognize each individual
effort made Lo uporade, but if you don’t let us know we can’t get it in print, John Deapster
did.  Jahn, Foreerly KAILYD is now NOEIN,

Our editor and chief asks me to remind you that THIS 1S YOUR LAST HAM RAG IF YOUR RARA DUES
ARE NOT PAID, RARA dues are due January 1.

Cheerio! H9LCH, Chuck



CoE ., (D, edes  WTCTE SEhd SO OO

Nead some excilment on z Wednesday or Friday afternoon around P17 Turn vour 2 seter rig
on to 145,52 or cosetises the 144,017,861 repeater, and yow’ 1} hear some lively chatier coming
from White Swan Schoal,

Marvin, KCOWF, recently brovaht & Keowood TR7BOO, & power supply, and @ quarter wave anlenna
sounted on & selal plate bortowed froe Chuck, WSILH, out to ey claessroom.  {Boy,you sheuld
have heard Lhe guestions €1y!) My room i3 hal fway underground; so we had to do some
improvizing with the anlenns.  The building engineer at wy school Greg Gwenson, pulb wire
through 2 keles Lhat are on the plate snd hung it upside down from & waler pipe righl by the
windows, Bt lessl iUs above ground level now! With thel we were zl] zel to operele,

To create s few wore gueslion: and eore interest | have sel up an Assteur Radie display in the
rook, Incleded in thet are: & capy of ay licepse, cellbonks, 2 world map ®ith Asateur call
prefies, Hovice cless informslion. and sapples of BSL cards. Since 1 happened Lo gel this
sel up before our building evaluaiion, my principal, Sas MNatale, was delighled! He'e very
supportive of my project. Unfortunately none of Lhe evalualors szhed any queslions aboul il
Ok, well!

The first tise | lurned on ey rig I waz imeedialely surrounded by sy 22 Fiflh graders, O
course, Lhey =11 wenled to Lall, but they didn’t koow what te say. {17ve found e great wiy Lo
keep some of Lhem quiet, Hand thes s mike' HI! HI'Y We're still working on their
converzational technigues, They tend to jgnore whet 1 write down for thes; zo 1 Lry to
proapl Uies 42 we 9o elowg. Some sre calching on really fast. Alpost all of Uhes have had 3
chence to talb, bub soee would rather jest listen, So far one bov is reaslly snlerested in
becoming 5 hame  Walch out, Carol!

We’ve {albed Lo quite s few of Uhe quys arcund Lown 2nd & couple out of Lown, soclly on
145,52, The kids enjoy getting on the zir (no work) end receiving 850 cards.  Thanks to
Viarvin, EDOWF, A1, WOUFH, Chuck, WRILN, Gene, KAFBOD, Chuck, W9CCH, Darold, WDSCOF, John,
VIVEL, AY, WEFTRX, Bill, N9DTD, and Eill, KATERE, for taking the time to talk to the kids,
Hopefully we'll gel z chance o Lalk to 2 few wore of vou one of these days., We usually get
on the air every Wednesday and Friday sfternoon, bul sonetimes we sren’l able 1o beCeuse of
other activities, ¥eep trying if you don’t hear vs, We'il be arcund ancther time, See vou on
the =ir!

73, Lay, NODRL
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Back sn dune 198, zmalewr radio reached new heighte with the launch of AMBAT DSCAR 10
{Orbiting Setellites Carrying Amateur Radic) with puch higher orbit than 211 prior OCARe,
Mith thiz &1l lindz of circuler anlennas came about, being thal (40 10) antennas are right
hand cirru1ar We pusl uze the cape.  The Helly antennz for one it z fine choire hul if you get
righl hend circuler polarization vou czanpt use il for Jefl if the need arises, VLN CUSHCRAFT
and few more make « pulti purpose anlenns for all godes. circular polarity iz employed ip this
=ilerda veing crozeed vaql and fed in pheze.  An optional switch added to the antenna allows
remote celection of either right hand or left hand circularity from the operating pozition.
Hhat meles Lhiz anlenna nice e thel you can use it for FN or Sideband. The antemna cubsyeten
ol biver b EDRI0Y G2 @ 2-weler Jow Qezin monopole or high gain & element phased array {IL-special
beaw! (70 ce. low gain worepole or high gain 3 el, phased srray) (24 cm. low gain monopole or
high gain helix) ALl antennae ave richt-hand circelarly polarized (RHCP),

HORIG) D= awailalle every dav frog B Lo 10 hours in the trequency of 145,810 to 145,955
teceive on upper cidebangd, this ie the downlinky for the uplink 435,160 to 435,050 the band ie
hverted, It Lebes sboul 30 watts to mabe the trip, Hope this will be of czome help, The
nest icsue we will tald zhowt the evazive Mode (L) in the frequency DF 1265.830 1o

12869, 050--476,020 to 436,550, See vou next month,

Enil. HDSHAE



HAIM MART

FOR SALE: TCollins KHS-! transmitter,
as iz $200,
Call WOBL, Fred Lagerhola,
433-9847.

Cash paid for non working solid state calor TV’s,
YER’s and TV parts, B15-938-2221 collect;
815-233-0229 after 5 P,

Clarence Wilken, RR 2, Box 3,

Forreston, 111, 41030

ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOC.
.0, BOX 1744 ROCKFORD, IL. 61110
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

ET S

21. 120 Mhz TUESDAY 9 pm
28,700 Mhz MOMDAY 9 =0}
_ 28,925 Mhz WENDNESDAY 9 pm
S04 Mhz NIGHTLY 9 pm
A4S0/ 61 Mhz Monday 8 pm

Bulk Rate
U. S. Postage

PAID

Reckford, (I,
Permit Mo, 230




