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RARA Mission Statement
A member association with common interest of public service to the comm
through the use of amateur radio.
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Presi dent s Col

Dear Members,

Thanks to all who attended the November meeting. Kurt's
(KE9ON) program was very informative for those entering HF operat-
ing and those looking to pick up another radio. Our organization is | RARA Events & Info-page 3
steadily growing. Ham of the Year ~ page 4

A special thanks to the VEC's for promoting membership among | janyary Celebration page 5
new licensees and up-graders.

Decembers meeting will be a "Show and Tell of your favorite
Ham Shack device or accessory". I'm sure all of you have some de- |Flashbacks page 79
vice that helps you make all those QSO's. Bring it with to the meet- |Exam Information page 1
ing. Thanks to all who have volunteered their services as Officers | yiembership Forms page 11
and Directors during 2015. Merry Christmas to all.

President pageXol u
Secretar-y dageRepo

Hamfest Information page 6

73,
Robert - KC9ICH

: ecember 11,
, 7:00 pm

nFavorite
Ham Shack

Accessof i e
Bring your favorite Ham

Shack accessory for show
and tell

Location:
OSF St. Anthony

ALL THE OTHER REINDEER USED TO LAUGH AND CALL HIM NAMES

Latest news and events on our web sitg://www.w9axd.org
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Secretaryos Report

RARA Club Meeting Minutes for November 13, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. with 21 attendees.

The treasurerds report for October 27,
made motion to accept the report, seconded by Dennis Johanson, K9YMY. The
motion passed.

The October 9, 2015 club meeting minutes were read. Jim Holich, AB9SX
made the motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Ron Callahan, N9SzV. All

approved.

Old Business: none

New Business:

201

Kurt Eversole, KEON i gave a summary of the IL QSO party held on Oct. 18"at Kurt 6s honje .

came about and how it was run as a good introduction to contesting. One person would operate &
one would log the contacts on the computer. Total contacts were 520 and 100 multipliers for a total
score of 52,000 points. Everyone had a good time.

Robert Larson, KC9ICH i called for vice-president, directors and Hamrag editor nominations. Larry Schu-
bert, AC9GO accepted the nomination for director, Gordon Seaman, KCONEX accepted the nomina-
tion for vice-president.

President: Robert Larson, KC9ICH
Vice-president: Gordon Seaman, KCONEX
Secretary: Bruce Carlson, N9OHT
Treasurer: Shannon Larson KC9QBC
Directors: Dave Larsen, N9ZXL
Dennis Johanson, K9VMY
Scott Francis, KGI9SF
Larry Schubert, AC9GO
Kurt Eversole, KE9ON (continuing as Repeater Committee Chairman)

Robert Larson asked for a motion to approve all nominees for their positions as 2016 officers and di-
rectors i Jim Holich, AB9SX made motion, seconded by Dave Larsen, N9ZXL i motion carried and
was passed by unanimous vote.

The 50/50 raffle was won and donated by John Olson, W9JGO ($30.00).

The presentation was by Kurt Eversol e, KE9N: ABuyi

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. (Gordon Seaman, KCONEX made the motion, seconded by Jim Holich,
AB9SX. All approved.

Submitted by Shannon Larson - KC9QBC
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RARA Events and Information

9 UPCOMING RARA EVENTS 3
g December 11, 2015 General RARA Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF g
& December 29, 2015 RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF &
g January 8,2016- Cel ebr ati on Meeting atGer
g January 26, 2016- RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF g

| would |Ii ke to thank everyone who hals c
their articles, pictures, thoughts and ideas. Without their help, the Hamrag would not hve
been the publication that we all can be proud of, and offer a positive reflection of the Rpckfor
Amateur Radio Association. | am grateful to those who have made my stay as the Hamrag
editor enjoyable and rewarding. Starting in 2016 there will be a new Hamrag editor, ar|d, as
the past, please pass on your contributions and support, which will benefit the ham populatio
and make the Hamrag what it is.
Thank you,

Kurt Eversole- KEON

FRIDAY MORNING BREAKFAST

Meets every Friday morning from 8 am until about 9:30 am. An informal
gathering of ham folks, no affiliations necessary, good food and good company.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

’.xe NnThe Morning GIlor:

C 211 7th Street
; Rockford, IL 61104

The Purpose of the net is to disseminate RARA related information as well as other Amateur Ra!io re-

lated information. As a club sponsored activity, please check in with Net Control and help make this pet a
success. The Net Control is rotated between the club members, with all amateur radio operators engourage
to check in. (RARA members as well as fraembers)

Let any ofthe officers and board know you thoughts and ideas. If you wish to be a net control operafor, let
any of the dicers know. All are encouraged and welcome to participate.
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HAM OF THE YEAR 2015

HAM OF THE YEAR ---2015 NOMINATIONS

The Ham of the Year is an honor that is presented to the R.A.R.A. member(s) who has
uted the most to the club and to amateur radio in general during the year. This year the
tion will be made by a committee established to evaluate the nominations of deserving
dates from those submitted by club members.

member and should have performed exemplary service for amateur radio during the ye
2015. We encourage you to take a few minutes to fill out the form below, or a facsimile
pleting all of the requested information.

Nominations may be-mailed or mailed to Robert Larson, KC9ICH, at the address below
handed to me at the next club meeting. All nominations must be received by Decembe
2015. They will remain confidential.

Your participation and early response will be appreciated.

Email or mail nominations to:
Robert Larson, KC9ICH
3911 Shirley Road

Rockford, IL 611081950
kc9ich@arrl.net

Nominee

Call

| nominate the above person for the RARA Ham of the-28410 award for the following req
sons:

Signed Call

contri
selec
candi:

Your nominee should be chosen using two basic criteria: The nominee must be a R.A.RR.A.

ar
, COM

or
r 10,

D
1
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Celebration MEETING TO BE HELD JANUARY 8, 2016

We will be holding oudanuary meetingatGe r r y 0 $o cefebratetlae new year.
Bring your spouse, and get to know other members of the RARA family. The starting t§ne is
5:00pm to 6:15pm for cocktails, with dinner starting around 6:30pm. You may order arfything
you would like, as you will be responsible for your own expenses to be paid by you. RARA
will not be offsetting any expenses from funds in the treasury. Come and enjoy the fu
The AHam of the Year o award wil|l be pr g¢se

Gerryos
7403 Argus Drive
Rockford, IL
(815) 3992031

- NEEDAWINITER VACAITION?

ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio®, welcomes all members and friends to
the 2016 ARRL National Convention in Orlando, Florida, February 12-14, 2016. The convention will
mark the 70" anniversary of HamCation®8 one of the largest annually-held gatherings of radio ama-
teurs in the US.
Orlando HamCation® is sponsored by the Orlando Amateur Radio Club, an ARRL-affiliated radio
club, and is supported by volunteers from radio clubs throughout the region. In past years, HamCa-
tion® has received regular sanctioning as the ARRL Southeastern Division Convention. In 2014,
HamCation® was designated as one of six ARRL Regional Centennial Eventsd helping celebrate
ARRLOGSsS centenni al year .
HamCation® is held on the grounds of the Central Florida Fair and Expo Park in Orlandod an 87-
acres, lakefront fairgrounds. The published gate figure for 2015
was +14,000 (all three days).
The convention features indoor vendor exhibits, an outdoor flea
market, swap, tailgaters, and many food concession stands
(something for everyone!). There is plenty of free parking. Onsite
RV parking with hookups is available (reservations required). In
2015, the convention sponsored 28 forums covering topics in
Amateur Radio technology, public service, and education. ARRL
Volunteer Examiners sponsor Amateur Radio license examina-
tion sessions on Saturday (morning and afternoon test ses- = ®
sions). A special event Amateur Radio station, call sign K1AA, Hamcatlon
will be setup and operating from the fairgroundsad inviting atten- \30 . 60
dees for some on-air fun. 76 . F\o‘\
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