
  HAM RAG 
 
Visit our website for more club and area ham information 
In the Rockford area at  http://www.w9axd.org 

December2011 

 

NEXT MEETING 
 

FRIDAY 
December 9, 2011. 

 
Location: 

Foundation Room 
 

Saint Anthony OSF 
5666 East State Street 

Rockford, Illinois 
 
 

Program: 
“ Everything You Want-
ed to Know About An-

tennas, But Were Afraid 
to Ask “ 

RARA Mission Statement 
A member association with common interest of public service to the commu-
nity through the use of amateur radio. 

Latest news and events on our web page: http://www.w9axd.org 
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Presidents Log 
Hi every one.  Christmas is fast approaching and if your like me you haven't started your 
shopping yet.  Let alone as to what to get the family.  So Ill simply wish you all a very Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
  
We will have a program for December.  The title will be 
"Everything You Always Wanted To Know About Antennas, But Were Afraid to Ask.” 
  
See you at the meeting: 
  
Tom N9VJU 

Happy Holidays 
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AMATEUR RADIO EXAM NOTICE 

From The Treasurer 

**************************************************************************************** 
  
November 19th there were 3 applicants resulting in 2 new licensees and 1 upgrade. 
  
New: Jeremy M Horn - Technician 
  
Upgrades: Barry M Morris KC9KVO - General 
  
Correction: Last month's new Extra was Jerry A Horn KC9RMJ 
  
Amateur Radio exams are held in Rockford IL on the 3rd Saturday of every month.  The next session is December 
17, 2011 at 9:00 AM.  Walk-ins welcome. 
  
Location:  OSF St Anthony Medical Center 
  5666 E State St 
  Rockford IL 
  
Exams will be held in the St Francis Room (Main Entrance then turn right). Check-in is from 9:00 AM til 10:30 AM. 
  
What you need to bring to a W5YI-VEC session: 
  
1. Your original Amateur Radio license AND A COPY. 
2. Any valid CSCE that you are using for exam credit AND A COPY. 
3. Two forms of identification with your signature on them. One must be a picture ID (drivers license, passport, 
school ID, library card, credit card, etc.) 
4. Test fee $14.00 cash or check payable to W5YI-VEC. 
  
 
Rusty Cordell WB9QYV 
wb9qyv@aol.com 
  
******************************************************************************************* 

Treasurer's Report: For the period 25 September 2011 to 22 October 2011 
submitted to the Ham Rag by John G. Olson 2011 RARA treasurer. 

 
   Income :    $      0.00 
   Expenses:    $      0.00 
   Ending Checkbook Balance:  $3405.25  (per check register 22 OCT 2011) 
   Cash deposit not yet made      $13.00 
   Ending Repeater checking balance: $  300.00  (per 30 SEP 2011 statement) 
   Ending Savings Balance  $3219.66  (per 30 SEP 2011 statement)*** 
    
   Ending total cash on hand:  $6937.91  (net gain of $13.83) 
    
   *** Savings account statements are issued by Alpine Bank quarterly 

 
 Looking for cheap LEDs for those projects? Now is the time to get them……Christmas tree lights!!! They’re cheap enough 
and they yield a lot of LEDs. Some are in 5 or more colors, some are the clear type with the limiting resistor already in place 
and some are just the LEDs without the resistor. So after Christmas cut that string of LEDs up and put them away in the parts 
drawer…. Rich WB9SFG  



Secretary’s Report 

                   

Notes taken at the Nov. 11, 2011 RARA general meeting in the absence of John Lawrence, Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Tom Shoulder, N9VJU at 7:08 PM.   
 
Our meeting took place in the larger meeting room on the first floor.  Apparently the hospital had another meeting sched-
uled for the St. Francis Room, our normal meeting place. 
 
The treasurer's report was read by Treasurer John Olson, W9JGO.  Jim Holich, AB9SX moved to accept the report as 
read.  Robert Larson seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. 
 
John Olson brought the following business to the general meeting because time constraints would not allow waiting until 
the next board of directors meeting. 
 
The Annual Not for Profit Corporate report to the Secretary of State (IL) was read in summary to pass the information 
along to the members present.  No approval was required. 
 
The Change of Registered Agent for Rockford Amateur Radio Association, Inc. was presented for vote by the board 
members and officers present.  John Olson made the motion to accept, Robert Larson seconded the motion, A voice vote 
gave unanimous approval. This vote approved  the change from  
Sharon Harlan, N9SH to Tom Shouler, N9VJU as registered agent of the corporation.  This action was initiated at the re-
quest of Sharon Harlan. 
 
Alvin Alexander, KC9GIO asked that veterans in the group stand and be recognized for Veteran's Day.  A round of ap-
plause thanked the vets for their service... 
 
Tom Shouler called Jim Miller, W4JR to the front of the group to present a plaque from the ARRL honoring his 70th anni-
versary as an ARRL member.  Nice Plaque!  It was a framed cover of the January 1941 issue of QST and a statement hon-
oring Jim's steadfastness as a member of the ARRL. A round of applause for Jim followed the presentation. 
 
The business portion of the meeting ended at 7:22 PM and was directly followed by an excellent presentation by Jim 
Holich, AB9SX titled “The Care and Feeding of Boat Anchors”  Jim had the full attention of all present during his well 
prepared program.  There were several handouts provided and several books on the subject to view. 
 
The program ended at 8:30 PM. 
 
The program was followed by a time of social interaction by the members. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by John Olson, acting as secretary in the absence of John Lawrence. 
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Baofeng HT Review Submission by Richard Range WB9SFG from CQ Magazine 
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FRIDAY MORNING BREAKFAST  

 

Meets every Friday morning from 8 am until about 9:30 am.   An informal 
gathering of ham folks, no affiliations necessary, good food and good company. 

 

            Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

“The Stockholm Inn” 
2420 Charles Street 
Rockford, IL  61108   

Baofeng HT Review Submission by Richard Range WB9SFG - CQ Magazine 



A Bit of Nostalgia 
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Mobile 1930 Style 
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Mobile 1930 Style 
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Mobile 1930 Style 
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Mobile 1930 Style 
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AREA Repeaters 

 

146.610 - ENC/DEC pl 114.8 W9AXD 
147.000 + ENC/DEC pl 114.8 W9AXD 
223.880 - ENC/DEC pl 118.8 W9AXD 
 ATV   input 1250 Mhz/ 434 Mhz     W9ATN 

                 output 421.25 Mhz  
 

146.805 -         ENC/DEC pl 114.8     K9AMJ 
224.440 -         ENC/DEC pl 118.8     K9AMJ 

  147.255 +        ENC/DEC pl 114.8   WX9MCS 
 

  444.725 +        ENC/DEC pl 107.2   WX9MCS 
Linked to FISHFAR 

 
2010 RARA Officers and Board 

 

Officers: 
President - Tom Shouler, N9VJU, 815-877-9129 

Vice President - OPEN 
Secretary - John Lawrence, N9OTC, 815-397-4624 

Treasurer - John Olson W9JGO 

Directors: 
Steve Thorne, K9LLI, 815-399-9161 

Web Master - Robert Larson, KC9ICH, 815-226-1875 
Ham Rag Editor - Jim Holich, AB9SX, 779-552-8796 

Repeater Chairman - Chuck Ingle, AB9KA, 815-979-1049 

Mobile 1930 Style 



The K7RA Solar Update 

SB PROP ARL ARLP047 
ARLP047 Propagation de K7RA 
 
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday tomorrow, the bulletin is coming out two days early this week.  There is an overlap 
of one day on the data reported at the end of the bulletin. Look for another bulletin on Monday which will have more 
overlap, and Propagation Forecast Bulletin ARLP049 a week from Friday will have still more overlap. This is be-
cause the end of the bulletin always has seven days of data, to keep it compatible with the Solar Data Plotting Utility 
created by Scott Craig, WA4TTK. You can download the utility for free at http://www.craigcentral.com/sol.asp. The 
Utility can handle redundant data, but it must remain in a certain format in order for it to glean data from the bulletin 
automatically. 
 
Not much in the way of solar excitement this week, except there are many sunspots, but the solar  activity in terms of 
flares or coronal mass ejections is low. The overlapping (by one day) average sunspot numbers in this bulletin de-
clined 21 points to 124 
 
Expect good conditions for the CW weekend of the CQ Worldwide DX Contest, November 26-27. 
 
The latest prediction from USAF/NOAA shows solar flux at 140 on November 23, 145 on November 24-27, 150 on 
November 28-29, 155 on November 30, 160 December 1-2, and 165 December 3-7.  Predicted planetary A index is 5 
on November 23-27, 7 on November 28-29, then 5 on November 30 to December 24. 
 
Larry Goolsby, AA4JI of Fayetteville, Tennessee wrote on November 18: "This whole week on forty meters during 
the Triple H Net on 7.190 at 0700 UTC I and others have been working central Australia with strong 57 reports. Re-
peatedly I worked VK2NRB Bob and VK2TTP Peter using just 100 watts and a wire dipole at 30 ft. each morning, 
and also Europe is starting along with some Asia contacts. New Zealand has been strong along with V21N in Anti-
gua." 
 
If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net. 
 
For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service web page at, 
http://arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals. For an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin, see http://arrl.org/the
-sun-the-earth-the-ionosphere. An archive of past propagation bulletins is at http://arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive-
propagation. Find more good information and tutorials on propagation at http://myplace.frontier.com/~k9la/. 
 
Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations are at http://arrl.org/
propagation. 
 
Instructions for starting or ending email distribution of ARRL bulletins are at http://arrl.org/bulletins. 
 
Sunspot numbers for November 16 through 22 were 126, 122, 137, 149, 101, 101, and 132, with a mean of 124. 10.7 
cm flux was 142.3, 147.7, 144.4, 139.6, 139.9, 141.1, and 142.4, with a mean of 142.5. Estimated planetary A indices 
were 2, 3, 2, 1, 2, 5, and 6, with a mean of 3. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 3, 2, 1, 1, 2, 5, and 7 with a mean 
of 3. 
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75th Anniversary of a “landmark” Rockford Ham Achievement 
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USA Brings Home Gold at 
2011 High Speed Telegraphy 

World Championships  
11/05/2011  
 
Back in September 1936, Eugene A. Hubbell, W9ERU, 
took home the silver trophy at what the October 1936 
issue of QST called the first official “Amateur Code 
Speed Contest.” Only making one error, Hubbell won first 
prize with his winning speed of receiving 52.2 words per 
minute. Held at the ARRL Central Division Convention 
that year, the contest required operators to decipher plain 
language text at two minute intervals that ranged in speed 
from 25 to 52.7 words per minute. [Editor’s note: You 
must be an ARRL member to view the link] 
 
But things have changed since Hubbell made history. In-
dividuals all over the world compete in High Speed Te-
legraphy (HST) events where they are challenged to cor-
rectly receive and copy Morse code transmissions sent at 
very high speeds, upwards of 300 characters a minute. 
HST is very popular in Eastern Europe, but it is gaining 
ground all over the world, including the US. 
 
Excerpted from QST News - 11/05/2011 

Eugene Hubbell, W9ERU was a Rockford (area) ham.  He lived at a Loves Park address,  on 
Rt. 73 Forest Hills Rd but his business, H&H Electronics was on Kishwaukee St. near 5th 

Ave. / College Ave.  The business moved to Five Points (strip) shopping center in later years 
when the nearby Kishwaukee St. intersection was redesigned.   



Page 14 

Hamfest Information 

40th Annual Midwinter Swapfest 
West Allis Radio Amateur Club 

01/07/2012 
 

Waukesha County Expo Center Forum 
1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha, WI 53186 

Public Contact: Phil Gural , W9NAW  
S67W12944 Larkspur Road  

Muskego, WI 53150 
Phone: 414-425-3649 

414-425-3649       

1993 RARA Glory Days Hamfest  



P.O. Box 8465, Rockford, IL 61126 
Website: www.w9axd.org 
E-mail: jholich@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
       place address label here 

December, 2011 

Nets 
 
Monday 8 PM RARA Info.     146.610  -  114.8    
Thursday 7 PM    ARES              147.255 +  114.8 
Thursday 8 PM    SATERN         146.610  -  114.8 
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