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RARA Mission Statement 

A member association with common interest of public service to the community 
through the use of amateur radio. 

  http://www.w9axd.org 
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Presidents Message 

 

NEXT 
MEETING 

 

On 
 

FRIDAY 
July 8th, 2022 

6:00 pm 
 

At 
 

Gerry’s Pizza 
7403 Argus Drive 

Rockford,  IL  
61107 

 
 
 
 

Hello Everyone, 
     Happy Forth of July!  Not only is it time to celebrate the Forth of July, it is also time 
to celebrate the first RARA get together this next Friday at Gerry’s Pizza.  Please join us 
for this social event and see the other RARA members.  You may order off the menu and 
you are responsible for the charges involved.  Please let me know if you are coming, 
and how many will be in you party, so I can get an idea of how many tables we will 
need.  Send an email to: w9axdrara@gmail.com by Thursday night to let us know.  If 
you have any questions, you can email me at kurt.eversole@gmail.com.  I have posted a 
map below for reference. 
     On the air activities for this week include the annual 13 Colonies event.  The annual 13 
Colonies special event will begin on July 1 at 1300 UTC and conclude on July 8 at 0400 UTC. 

Stations representing the original 13 British colonies, plus two bonus stations, will be on the air 
with 1 × 1 call signs. The event sponsor stresses that participants do not need to work all 13 colo-
ny stations to obtain a certificate and do not need to work the two bonus stations for a clean 
sweep. All HF bands will be in play, with the exception of 60 meters, and simplex on 2 and 6 
meters is encouraged. All modes of operation may be represented. 
    
I hope to see everyone Friday Night, 
Kurt Eversole—KE9N 
President 

 HAMRAG 
 

     Visit our website for more club and area ham      
information at http://w9axd.org, or join us on 

Facebook at this LINK 

http://www.w9axd.org
http://www.w9axd.org
mailto:w9axdrara@gmail.com
mailto:kurt.eversole@gmail.com
http://www.13colonies.us/
http://www.13colonies.us/
http://w9axd.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/


A Perfect Super Storm 

A Perfect Super Storm: The 1859 Carrington Event 

On the morning of September 1, 1859, amateur astronomer Richard Carrington as-

cended into the private observatory attached to his country estate outside of London. 

After cranking open the dome’s shutter to reveal the clear blue sky, he pointed his 

brass telescope toward the sun and began to sketch a cluster of enormous dark 

spots that freckled its surface. Suddenly, Carrington spotted what he described as 

“two patches of intensely bright and white light” erupting from the sunspots. Five 

minutes later the fireballs vanished, but within hours their impact would be felt across 

the globe. 

That night, telegraph communications around the world began to fail; there were re-

ports of sparks showering from telegraph machines, shocking operators and setting 

papers ablaze. All over the planet, colorful auroras illuminated the nighttime skies, 

glowing so brightly that birds began to chirp and laborers started their daily chores, 

believing the sun had begun rising. Some thought the end of the world was at hand, 

but Carrington’s naked eyes had spotted the true cause for the bizarre happenings: a 

massive solar flare with the energy of 10 billion atomic bombs. The flare spewed 

electrified gas and subatomic particles toward Earth, and the resulting geomagnetic 

storm—dubbed the “Carrington Event”—was the largest on record to have struck the 

planet. 

Bright Flare, Dark Lines 

Compared to today’s information superhighway, the telegraph system in 1859 may 

have been a mere dirt road, but the “Victorian Internet” was also a critical means of 

transmitting news, sending private messages and engaging in commerce. Telegraph 

operators in the United States had observed local interruptions due to thunderstorms 

and northern lights before, but they never experienced a global disturbance like the 

one-two punch they received in the waning days of summer in 1859. 

Editors Note 
 

If you would like to have something published , please call me or email me at kurt.eversole@gmail.com.  
  

Cut-off for the August  2022 issue will be Sunday, July 31, 2022 
Kurt - KE9N, Editor 
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...continued 

 

Many telegraph lines across North America were rendered inoperable on the night of 

August 28 as the first of two successive solar storms struck. E.W. Culgan, a telegraph 

manager in Pittsburgh, reported that the resulting currents flowing through the wires 

were so powerful that platinum contacts were in danger of melting and “streams of 

fire” were pouring forth from the circuits. In Washington, D.C., telegraph operator 

Frederick W. Royce was severely shocked as his forehead grazed a ground wire. Ac-

cording to a witness, an arc of fire jumped from Royce’s head to the telegraphic 

equipment. Some telegraph stations that used chemicals to mark sheets reported that 

powerful surges caused telegraph paper to combust. 

 

On the morning of September 2, the magnetic mayhem resulting from the second 

storm created even more chaos for telegraph operators. When American Telegraph 

Company employees arrived at their Boston office at 8 a.m., they discovered it was 

impossible to transmit or receive dispatches. The atmosphere was so charged, how-

ever, that operators made an incredible discovery: They could unplug their batteries 

and still transmit messages to Portland, Maine, at 30- to 90-second intervals using 

only the auroral current. Messages still couldn’t be sent as seamlessly as under nor-

mal conditions, but it was a useful workaround. By 10 a.m. the magnetic disturbance 

abated enough that stations reconnected their batteries, but transmissions were still 

affected for the rest of the morning. 

 

Sky on Fire 

When telegraphs did come back on line, many were filled with vivid accounts of the 

celestial light show that had been witnessed the night before. Newspapers from 

France to Australia featured glowing descriptions of brilliant auroras that had turned 

night into day. One eyewitness account from a woman on Sullivan’s Island in South 

Carolina ran in the Charleston Mercury: “The eastern sky appeared of a blood red col-

or. It seemed brightest exactly in the east, as though the full moon, or rather the sun, 

were about to rise. It extended almost to the zenith. The whole island was illuminated. 

A Perfect Super Storm 



A Perfect Super Storm 

...continued 

The sea reflected the phenomenon, and no one could look at it without thinking of the 

passage in the Bible which says, ‘the sea was turned to blood.’ The shells on the 

beach, reflecting light, resembled coals of fire.” 

The sky was so crimson that many who saw it believed that neighboring locales were 

on fire. Americans in the South were particularly startled by the northern lights, which 

migrated so close to the equator that they were seen in Cuba and Jamaica. Else-

where, however, there appeared to be genuine confusion. In Abbeville, South Caroli-

na, masons awoke and began to lay bricks at their job site until they realized the hour 

and returned to bed. In Bealeton, Virginia, larks were stirred from their sleep at 1 a.m. 

and began to warble. (Unfortunately for them, a conductor on the Orange & Alexan-

dria Railroad was also awake and shot three of them dead.) In cities across America, 

people stood in the streets and gazed up at the heavenly pyrotechnics. In Boston, 

some even caught up on their reading, taking advantage of the celestial fire to peruse 

the local newspapers. 

Ice core samples have determined that the Carrington Event was twice as big as any 

other solar storm in the last 500 years. What would be the impact of a similar storm 

today? According to a 2008 report from the National Academy of Sciences, it could 

cause “extensive social and economic disruptions” due to its impact on power grids, 

satellite communications and GPS systems. The potential price tag? Between $1 tril-

lion and $2 trillion. 
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The July Issue of Digital QST is Now Available! 

The April edition of Digital QST is now available for 
viewing on your desktop or laptop. Click here to open 
the issue. It is also available for reading on your Apple, 
Android, or Kindle Fire devices. 
 
 
You must be a member of the ARRL to view this. 

https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=604160a2-6442-4ed0-9695-2e753da4eb98
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RARA Information Net  

 suc-
cess.  

 
  

 

Local Events and Information    

UPCOMING RARA EVENTS 
 

July 8th, 2022 - General RARA Meeting at Gerry’s Pizza 6:00 pm  
 

July 20th, 2022 - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm on Zoom 
 
 

August 12th, 2022 - General RARA Meeting 7:00 pm on Zoom 
 

August 24th - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm on Zoom 
 

HAM RADIO GAMES 

RARA Facebook Page 
     If your one of the many people that have a 
Facebook account, then check out the Rock-
ford Amateur Radio Association Facebook 
page.  See what’s going on at this LINK. 

Local Area Nets 
Monday 8:00 PM   RARA Info.    146.610 
  “-” offset, pl 114.8    
Friday Night Fun Net   8:00 PM 
(primary) 146.610 “-” offset pl. 114.8 
(secondary) 147.255 “+” offset, pl 114.8 
 
Thursday Night 7:30 PM Digital Net 
System Fusion 443.175 +, no digital tone need-
ed, group mode. 

 

     There’s an exciting new 2 meter net in the Rockford area. It’s the Saturday 
Night Ragchew Net. We meet on Saturday night at 8:00 on 146.610. We have ro-
tating net control stations with KC9CCR, KD9HKX, K9KZT and W9JTC taking 
turns. The Net Control usually suggests some topics and as we go through the 
round table a couple of times new ideas are introduced. All stations welcome! 
Come join us!  Submitted by K9KZT 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
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Learning Morse Code 

   Submitted by K9KZT  
   Morse Code is no longer required for any Ham license, but it’s still being used and many 
newer hams are enjoying it too. Why? Because it’s fun. Because you can get a message 
through when other modes fail. Because anyone can build a simple code transmitter. And, oh 
yeah,  it’s fun! 
   Here are some tips for learning Morse Code:  
 1.  Learn by sound. Flashcards are great, but not for code. For instance, we don’t say the letter    
      A is dot-dash, we say dit-dah which gives a better representation of the sound. 
 2. Learn with a friend, if possible 
 3. Learn letters most frequently used first. 
 4. Don’t learn by opposites; you won’t remember which is which. 
 5. Practice the letters you don’t know more than the ones you do know. 
 6. Get or build something to send with. There’s a super simple sender on the RARA Facebook 
     site. Or buy from MFJ, Ebay, Amazon, etc. 
 7. Send into a recording device: “ dit-dah (short pause) A” and learn as you drive, etc. 
 8. Send letters in random five character groups into your recorder so you won’t memorize and 
write down the letters. Leave a space for the ones you didn’t get and fill in from your original 
copy. Emphasize those letters in your next session. 
 9. Listen to the ARRL website, to their radio station W1AW (Schedule in QST magazine) and 
to the practice on the RARA website W9AXD.org 
 10. Listen to code practice after the 7:00 pm nets on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights. 
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS  

2022 RARA Officers and Board 
Officers: 
President - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com 
Vice President - Tom Shouler, N9VJU, 815-633-0089, n9vju@comcast.net 
Secretary  - Jeff Metters, KD9MEC, 815-670-5506, jeffmetters@gmail.com 
Treasurer –Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com 
 

Directors: 
Mark Broman, N9CNW, 815-218-5514, markbroman@hotmail.com 
Larry Lisle, K9KZT, 815-397-9595, l.lisle@usa.net 
Ron Scott, 815-601-7754, soccerrefl@charter.net 
Larry Schubert, AC9GO, 815-624-7772, larry.schubert@gmail.com 
Webmaster - Kerry Tatlow, KD9MAP, kd9map@gmail.com 
Repeater License Trustee - Gordon Seaman, KC9NEX, 815-262-0294, kc9nex@gmail.com 
Hamrag Editor / Repeater Chairman - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com 

mailto:kurt.eversole@gmail.com
mailto:n9vju@comcast.net
mailto:jeffmetters@gmail.com
mailto:jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com
mailto:markbroman@hotmail.com
mailto:l.lisle@usa.net
mailto:soccerrefl@charter.net
mailto:larry.schubert@gmail.com
mailto:kd9map@gmail.com
mailto:kc9nex@gmail.com
mailto:kurt.eversole@gmail.com
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RARA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

     If you would like to join the Rockford Amateur Radio Association, please fill out the form below and mail 
it (with the membership fee payment) to the address shown at the bottom of the form.  If you have any ques-
tions contact our treasurer, Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, at 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com 
Thank you for your support! 

mailto:jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com

