HAMRAG
Visit our website for more club and area ham
information at http://w9axd.org, or join us on
Facebook at this LINK

RARA Mission Statement

A member association with common interest of public service to the community
through the use of amateur radio.

June 2022

Presidents Message

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Hello Everyone,
This month’s meeting will primarily be on the activities for Field Day, so try
to make the meeting and see where you can help out and also operate to make
this a fun and enjoyable event for club members, and anyone else who wants to
attend. Everyone is welcome, hams and non-hams alike. We will have two stations operating, one for SSB, and a digital (FT8, PSK31) station. You can operate either station, and as long as there is a control operator present, you do not
even need a license. Along with this is the chance to meet and talk to some other
area hams. It’s always a good time at Field Day.
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Our meeting will be on Zoon again, and the link to the meeting is: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82647021291?
pwd=RlZ1TzJwdmMrM3IzcVJHQjNJMXlOUT09.

Hamfest Info. -

A special THANK YOU to all the people who have submitted information
and articles for the Hamrag. The information is very much
appreciated and is very helpful.
73,
Kurt Eversole—KE9N
President
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NEXT
MEETING
On Zoom
FRIDAY
June 10, 2022
7:00 pm

“Field Day”
Meeting Link:
https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/82647021291?
pwd=RlZ1TzJwdmMr
M3IzcVJHQjNJMXlOU
T09

http://www.w9axd.org
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Secretary’s Report
May 13, 2022
7:00 pm RARA Regular online Zoom meeting
Members Present: 15, Kurt Eversole President
Approve April Meeting Minutes as published
Treasures Report: None Bills – none.
Old Business:
Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, is checking to see if OSF is allowing in person meetings again.
New business:

Field Day Banners - Larry, AC9GO has 2.
Kurt, KE9N, has reserved the VFW in Roscoe for Field Day.
The call sign K9K is being reserved for Field Day and has been added to the ARRL Field Day
locator site.
The Hamrag will have up to date times for the local nets.
Kerry, KD9MAP, will help get the web site current to match the Hamrag.
PayPal for our club is in the works to make it available to those that want to use it for dues
payments and receive funds for the club.
Local swap fests in the area, - Combine with other local Ham clubs? We are looking into
this during the year – depending on how much stuff is available to be sold. Maybe make a
swap meet into a social (cookout, cater, food event)
Kerry, KD9MAP, suggested to use Facebook social page for communicating some of our
events.
ARRL Insurance - Jimmy, KC9GOL, is getting quotes for the club and repeaters/ equipment
insurance. We will compare to the existing coverage when he gets the quote.
The 146.610 has been operating quite well lately.
Field Day starts June 25th at 1:00pm - June 26th at 1:00pm. Field Day will be held at the
Roscoe VFW back parking lot in Roscoe, IL. Manpower will be needed to help set up Saturday
morning, operate the station(s) thru the day and overnight until Sunday at 1:00pm, and help
to dismantle and cleanup on Sunday.
Presentation: Kerry, KD9MAP, presented a very informative demonstration of the FT8 process
and software. It was well received and explained and enjoyed by all.
The meeting was adjourned by 8:45.
Editors Note
If you would like to have something published , please call me or email me at kurt.eversole@gmail.com.
Cut-off for the July 2022 issue will be Wednesday, June 29, 2022
Kurt - KE9N, Editor
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Local Events and Information
UPCOMING RARA EVENTS
June 10, 2022 - General RARA Zoom Meeting 7:00 pm
June 21, 2022 - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm at OSF
June 25-26, 2022 - Field Day at the Roscoe VFW
July 8, 2022 - General RARA Zoom Meeting 7:00 pm
July 19, 2022 - RARA Board Meeting 7:00 pm

HAM RADIO GAMES
History was made Friday night, June 3, as the first ham radio chess
game was played on the Friday Night Fun Net between KD9MAP and
KD9MED. Ham Radio Chess was popular before World War Two because it was harder to find opponents then, especially in rural America.
As America became more urban after the war and other means of communication came about, Ham Radio Chess became less popular, though it
still continues.
The match on the Friday Night Fun Net was a demonstration and an
invitation. We could have several matches going simultaneously on one
of the repeaters because there’s a lot of dead air during games. Are you
interested? How about Wednesday at 7:00 pm or some time during the
day. Let’s talk about it on the next Friday Night Fun Net or send me an
email at l.lisle@usa.net. 73, K9KZT

RARA Information Net
suc-

cess.
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Field Day 2022

Roscoe, IL 61073
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A Field Day Story
Field Day or Fun Day
June 2022
My first Field Day was back in the late 1950’s. As long ago as it was, I can remember it like it was yesterday. Five or six teens all my buddies and all new to Ham radio went off to the Field Day sight which consisted of a building that had openings for windows and doors but no windows and doors to open or close.
Basically a shell of a building with two or three generators running outside and as I remember two or three
towers. Inside there were at least three stations set up, and there it was in the middle of the larger of the
rooms a brand new Collins KWM-2 complete. This was the top of the line, the latest in ham radio equipment , complete with all the bells and whistles. If something major hasn’t happened to it, you can probably
still see some drool marks from my friends and I. Little did we know that we would all have a chance to
work with it through the night. This was so new to us at the time that we really didn’t know what we were
doing to use it. We were used to having a transmitter and a receiver, and not the integrated package in front
of us. We were used to calling cq and then tuning for stations close by. It didn’t matter if a station was
slightly off frequency you just dialed them in with your receiver, and your transmitter stayed where you had
made the call. Single side band was just getting popular at the time, and many of the receivers we were using
were not even made to tune in ssb.
Talk about a learning experience, and fun wow! At the time I had just a novice license if anything at all,
but because we had a general class with us at all times, and maybe even an extra we were able to use most of
the ham bands. As a novice, as I remember it, we only had 2m and possibly 6m available to us for voice, and
very little equipment was available at the time. Repeaters were not available yet, so those bands were almost
useless. What I am trying to say is this was really a treat for us.
Since that time I’ve gone to several Field Days through the years, and I’ve always had fun, and learned a
lot as well. Like the time I helped put up a beam on a temporary mast, or the time I hadn’t made it clear to
my wife that this was an all night thing, and she called the sheriff, and the deputy met me coming out of the
door of a local school at about 6am in the morning. You can bet I haven’t repeated that mistake again. I’ve
had the chance to work with boy scouts, and helped them earn their radio merit badge, and watched their eyes
light up when they got on the air and talked to someone on the other side of the country, and I’ve seen myself
light up after making my first contact in Europe. I’ve watched a couple of guys proficient at morse code
make one contact after another so fast that it would make your head spin. Over the years I’ve had the pleasure of working Field Day in Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin. All have been friendly and welcoming to anyone who stops by either to spend time on the air , just visit or see what this great hobby is all about.
This year our Field Day is June 25th and 26th from Saturday morning through Sunday morning. Our location
this year will be at the Roscoe VFW, 11385 2nd St. Stop in and see us, or better yet set up a time in advance
to be on the air. Oh I almost forgot to mention, that all Field Day sights
seem to have one thing in common, great food. See you there.
73,
Larry AC9GO

There’s an exciting new 2 meter net in the Rockford area. It’s the Saturday
Night Ragchew Net. We meet on Saturday night at 8:00 on 146.610. We have rotating net control stations with KC9CCR, KD9HKX, K9KZT and W9JTC taking
turns. The Net Control usually suggests some topics and as we go through the
round table a couple of times new ideas are introduced. All stations welcome!
Come join us! Submitted by K9KZT
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Local POTA Activations
Hello RARA Members,
Just a note to mention that four of us, Dave Larsen, John Mori, Dennis Johansen and me, Dave Gauger operated POTA on Thurs.
June 2 in Rock Cut Park.
We only operated for an hour or so but we had a very nice time. It really was fun. The rig was my IC-705 on battery power at 5 watts to a 17
foot vertical.
All tolled we worked 12 stations covering 10 states, all on CW, CA to
MA and TX to MI.
I would encourage other RARA members to try it, and find out how
much fun it can be.
73. Dave Gauger. W9CJS
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS

2022 RARA Officers and Board

Officers:
President - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com
Vice President - Tom Shouler, N9VJU, 815-633-0089, n9vju@comcast.net
Secretary - Jeff Metters, KD9MEC, 815-670-5506, jeffmetters@gmail.com
Treasurer –Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com
Directors:
Mark Broman, N9CNW, 815-218-5514, markbroman@hotmail.com
Larry Lisle, K9KZT, 815-397-9595, l.lisle@usa.net
Ron Scott, 815-601-7754, soccerrefl@charter.net
Larry Schubert, AC9GO, 815-624-7772, larry.schubert@gmail.com
Webmaster - Kerry Tatlow, KD9MAP, kd9map@gmail.com
Repeater License Trustee - Gordon Seaman, KC9NEX, 815-262-0294, kc9nex@gmail.com
Hamrag Editor / Repeater Chairman - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com
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RARA MEMBERSHIP FORM
If you would like to join the Rockford Amateur Radio Association, please fill out the form below and mail
it (with the membership fee payment) to the address shown at the bottom of the form. If you have any questions contact our treasurer, Jimmy Curtis, KC9GOL, at 779-537-2233, jimhcurtis7818@yahoo.com
Thank you for your support!
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